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Visit www.bigteams.com for more information.
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President’s Message
Troy Rice, CMAA  ✦  Rocky Mtn. High School  ✦  IAAA President

Happy 2023!  I hope you had a good holiday break and are ready to tackle the new year.

It was great seeing many of you at the National Athletic Directors Conference in

Nashville.  The conference was a huge success and was the most attended conference in

history.  Idaho had its largest number of ADs in attendance also.  We hope you’ll be able

to attend the national conference in Orlando in 2023.  The dates are December 15-19.

Congratulations to Cass Herbst for her prestigious Thomas Fredrick Award.  We also

want to congratulate Tol Gropp for being voted as the NIAAA Board President for 2024.

Both outstanding Idaho ADs doing great things on the national level!

The IAAA Board is currently planning our state conference.  The dates are April 2-4 at the

Riverside Hotel in Boise.  Conference registration information will be coming out in the

next month so be looking for that.

Please let us know if there’s anything the IAAA Board can do for you.  Thank you for all

the positive things you do for your school and community!

Troy Rice, CMAA

Rocky Mountain High School

IAAA President

rice.troy@westada.org
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Challenged Athletes Foundation &

Idaho Adaptive Sports Program
If you are interested in learning more about Challenged Athletes

Foundation or would like to be involved with the launch of the Idaho
Adaptive Sports Program please contact Bailee Burgess at

bailee@challengedathletes.org or (208)-940-0254.

Click here to learn more about the Challenged Athletes Foundation
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Executive Director’s Message
Tracy Leinen, CMAA ✦  IAAA Executive Director

Happy New Year of 2023!  What a crazy start to the year for me.  I tried to fly back to Idaho after

Christmas and that was a total nightmare, but I do not want to bore you with all the details.  With that

being said, I am back in Cascade with about 3 to 4 feet of snow on the ground.  I love every minute of it. I

hope this newsletter finds each of you doing well and rejuvenated after the holidays.

I want to thank all of the Idaho Athletic Directors that attended the National Athletic Directors

Conference in Nashville, Tennessee.  It was a wonderful event and was held at the Gaylord Opryland

Resort and Convention Center December 9-13th.  We had some very special events happen at the

conference.  First, Cass Herbst from East Valley Middle School received the Thomas E. Frederick Award!

This is one of the top three awards that is awarded at the National Conference.  Congratulations once

again Cass!!  The next event was that our Past President of the IAAA, Tol Gropp, was elected to be the

Vice President of the NIAAA for the 2023 Year.  He will move up to be the President of the NIAAA in 2024.

No other Idaho Athletic Administrator has ever reached this level.  WOW, congratulations Tol Gropp.  I

know you will make Idaho proud.

Everyone who attended the conference came home with a better knowledge of educational-based

athletics.  They had a lot of good sessions and dynamic speakers.  In fact, that brings me to the next topic

and that will be our State Athletic Directors Conference, which will be held in Boise at the Riverside Hotel

April 2nd – April 4th.  The IAAA Board is hard at work planning for that right now.  More details for that

event will follow with emails and the next newsletter.

We have spoken with Ty Jones, Executive Director of the IHSAA and he has agreed to help us with our

dual membership with the IAAA and the NIAAA.  If you are not a member yet, you will definitely want to

get signed up at the conference this year.  It is a great opportunity for you to get involved with your state

and national organizations.

Hope you all have a wonderful winter sports season!

Tracy Leinen, CMAA

IAAA Executive Director

tracy.leinen@boiseschools.com
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Important Dates
Click below for more information

IAAA Scholarship Deadline
February 1, 2023

NIAAA Scholarship Deadline
February 28, 2023

2023 IAAA State Conference
April 2-4, 2023

The Riverside Hotel
Boise, ID

2023 National AD Conference
December 15-19, 2023

Orlando World Center Marriott
Orlando, FL

NADC 2023 Information
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Visit Daktronics for more information.
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LTI Update
Cass Herbst, CMAA, and I are the co-coordinators for professional development of the IAAA.

Our responsibilities are bringing in Learning Training Institute (LTI) courses to our state annual

conference and providing information on certification offered by the National Interscholastic

Athletic Administrators Association (NIAAA) including scheduling CAA testing.

The NIAAA has over 50 LTI courses to offer Athletic Directors. Every year at our IAAA

conference we offer 3 courses. We are very excited to offer at our conference this year on

Sunday, April 2nd, LTI course 638 Athletic Administration: Creating an Awareness of Diverse

Groups Within Athletic Programs. This is a new course and we encourage everybody to sign

up for it. On Monday April 3rd there are two courses offered at the same time. The LTI course

501 is Athletic Administration: Guiding Foundations and Philosophies. We suggest if you are

beginning your career as an athletic director this is the course to take on Monday. The other

LTI course on Monday is 721 Athletic Administration: Positive Sporting Behaviors. If you are a

veteran please check your transcript to see if you have taken 721 or 501. 721 was taught last

in 2012 and 501 was taught in 2016.

The NIAAA is one of the few organizations that has accreditation like colleges. The LTI courses

and the certification program are the main reason for the accreditation. There are six NIAAA

certifications. Two are international certifications and four are national certifications. The

four offered to us are the following: Registered Athletic Administrator (RAA), Registered

Middle School Athletic Administrator (RMSAA), Certified Athletic Administrator (CAA), and

Certified Master Athletic Administration (CMAA). You may find more information about each

one of these certifications on the NIAAA portal under Professional Development, Leadership

Training Courses and then hit quick links.

Some of the certification benefits are: demonstrating a sense of personal and professional

growth, providing growth in knowledge and expertise, and possibly an increase in

opportunities for future employment and compensation.

If you have any questions, please contact one of your LTI coordinators.

Polly Dahlke, CMAA dahlkepolly@gmail.com

Cass Herbst, CMAA cherbst@nsd131.org
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Congratulations to Cass Herbst for being

the NIAAA 2022 Thomas E. Frederick

Award of Excellence Recipient!
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Visit https://gofan.co/ for more information

Click here for Unbottled Greatness Guide
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https://greatness.unbottled.com/
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Congratulations to Skyline High School’s Gregg

Baczuk for earning his CAA certification!
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Click here to nominate an athlete
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https://highschoolofficials.com/
https://idhsaa.org/Athlete-of-the-week
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Links

Idaho Athletic Administrators Association

NIAAA

IHSAA
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https://capedcu.com/
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Thanks to Our Sponsors!
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